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Defining
the relationship
Changing the definition of “dating
partner” may lead to stiffer
penalties for more abusers
It was just before 1:00 a.m. on Feb. 4
when an NOPD officer responded to a
“domestic disturbance” between two LSU
sophomores at the Omni Riverbend Hotel
in New Orleans.

of drug and alcohol testing and anger management. He was
also ordered to refrain from contacting his victim and to pay
$745 in court fines and fees.

That night, LSU student Collin Kent
allegedly choked his then-girlfriend three
times before she attempted to call 911 on the
hotel room phone, alerting hotel security.

If Kent had been charged with domestic abuse battery, he
would have faced the possibility of imprisonment for at least
10 days and no more than six months. But since the couple
wasn’t married, didn’t have children together, and wasn’t
living together, the domestic violence statute could not be
applied.

But the woman’s nightmare didn’t end that
night. Kent’s then-girlfriend — who has not been named —
and her family were disappointed to learn that while Kent
could be prosecuted for simple battery, his case would not
be prosecuted as a domestic offense, which carries harsher
penalties.

Had the event transpired just six months later, the result
would likely have been very different. Earlier this year, State
Rep. Helena Moreno, D-New Orleans introduced a bill to
incorporate dating partners into domestic violence statutes.
Up until then, the statutes only applied to married couples,
couples living together or couples with children together.

Kent was charged with second-degree murder, which carries
a minimum penalty of imprisonment for at least 10 years
and no more than 50 years. However, in September, Kent
pleaded guilty to three misdemeanors — simple battery, false
imprisonment and unauthorized use of a movable.

The bill, which was signed into law by Gov. John Bel
Edwards in June, amended the law to include those in a dating
relationship. The law went into effect on Aug. 1.

Rachel Warren
Staff Writer

He received a suspended sentence of six months at the Orleans
Justice Center jail, a year of inactive probation and six weeks

La. R.S. 46:2151 now defines a dating partner as “any person
who is involved or has been involved in a sexual or intimate
relationship with the offender characterized by the expectation
of affectionate involvement continued on page 4...
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What
a
Feat!
Students Argue Before Louisiana Supreme Court
On October 16, 2017,
LSU Law students
Jessica Thomas, Lacey
Sanchez, Erin Abrams,
and Jacob Irving,
under the guidance
of Professor Robert
Lancaster,
argued
before
the
Bar
of the
Cavett Feazel
Louisiana
Supreme
Staff Writer
Court. Their task, to
represent Reggie Patrick Thibodeaux, an
indigent criminal defendant seeking his
pro se Motion to Suppress be considered
by the court. The question, did the trial
court err when it refused to consider the
defendant’s pre-trial Motion to Suppress,
citing Mr. Thibodeaux’s status as a
represented defendant as the sole reason
for the refusal?
Thibodeaux was arrested in November of
2016 pursuant to a stop and frisk, which
he contends was unlawful, and shortly
thereafter was assigned a public defender.
In time he came to fear that his counsel had
abandoned a prior Motion to Suppress, as
the public defender never answered the
trial court’s order to show cause as to why
the motion to suppress should be granted.
This led Mr. Thibodeaux to file his own
pro se Motion to Suppress, which the trial
court dismissed without reconsideration.
On March 31, the Louisiana Court of
Appeal, First Circuit, vacated the trial
court’s dismissal of Mr. Thibodeaux’s
motion and remanded, emphasizing that
the trial court must accept and consider a
pro se filing of a represented client in a
pre-verdict context so long as no resultant
confusion would occur at trial. Less than
a month after his appeal was granted, Mr.
Thibodeaux’s public defender requested
and was granted a stay. This action
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delayed the criminal trial absent any
consideration of the motion to suppress
and brought forth the case argued by the
team from LSU Law.
Chief Justice Bernette Johnson, the
first African American and first woman
to serve on the Louisiana Supreme
Court, provided her alma mater with the
opportunity to represent Mr. Thibodeaux
when the case was assigned to the LSU
Law Clinic. Lacey Sanchez, who served
as second chair during oral arguments,
said presenting before the Supreme
Court of Louisiana will be a highlight
of the team’s careers. To present before
the Supreme Court is a rarity. To present
before the Supreme Court as a student is
an exceptionally rare achievement and
a hallmark of a promising career. As to
her personal experience, Sanchez stated
“It was incredibly motivating and truly
made me have an even greater respect
for our Louisiana law and our state.
Jessica Thomas did an incredible job as
our oralist. She conducted herself with
confidence and made our law center very
proud.”
Mr. Thibodeaux’s case touches at the
heart of the client-lawyer relationship, a
relationship based on trust and one that is
a sacred touchstone of the law, and raises
the question: Who has ultimate control
over the direction of their criminal defense
in Louisiana, the principal-defendant or
the agent-counsel? One’s heart would
say the defendant; however, the answer
will be revealed come December when
the Court renders its opinion. Regardless
of the outcome, the LSU Law Center
is extremely proud of the hard work
and dedication this team put forth in
advocating on Mr. Thibodeaux’s behalf.
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
Happy Fall Y’all!
Halloween is almost here, which
means it’s time to put on your best
costume and celebrate with the annual
Hal-LAW-ween bash! With finals
(too) quickly approaching, make sure
to take advantage of one last chance
to celebrate with your classmates
Taylor Degruise
before the real studying begins. We’ve
Editor-In-Chief included a few Boo-zy recipies to sip on
while getting ready.
Of course, even after Halloween is over, you’ll still be able
to spot a few zombies around PHM. Just go to the library
around 10 or 11pm and look for the 1Ls who haven’t left

their study carrel since 9am.
On a more serious note, we’ve also covered some truly
scary topics. In this issue, you’ll read about how a change
in the law might help more domestic abusers recieve
harsher punishment, and also about the tragic death of an
LSU freshman due to hazing.
We’ve also inclued opinions on hot-button topics, including
gun control and kneeling during the national anthem.
We hope you enjoy this issue!
				Best wishes,

				Taylor Degruise
				Editor-in Chief

SBA S T A T E O F A F FA I R S

Sara Kuebel
SBA President

PMH,

raising money for a good cause!

The SBA has an event filled month just
before everyone hunkers down for finals.

The annual Powderpuff Flag Football Game between the 2L
and 3L girls was held on Friday, October 20th. Thanks to
two touchdown passes from 3L Quarterback Becca Indest to
Adrienne Wood and Sara Grace Sirera, the 3Ls took home the
W in a thrilling 12-6 victory over the 2Ls. Shelby Giddings,
playing Safety for the 3Ls, was named as the game MVP
with two interceptions. After the game, the SBA Athletics
Committee, chaired by Becca Indest, hosted the annual
Powderpuff Auction. This year the Auction raised over $5,000
for hurricane relief in Houston. Way to geaux 3Ls and SBA
Athletics!

First off, congratulations to our recently
elected 1L Class Officers: Breana Harris,
Class President; Danny Bosch, Class
Vice President; Katelyn Bayhi, Section 1
Representative; Lindsay Rich, Section 2
Representative; and Reed Kreger, Section
3 Representative.

The 1L’s have been busy planning the longawaited annual Halloween Party. This year’s party will be
on Saturday, October 28th at The Office in Downtown Baton
Rouge. See the weekly broadcast for more information and for
a link to order a t-shirt!
If you are looking for a great way to kick off the Halloween
weekend, come out and support the LSU Law team at the
Baton Rouge Bar Association’s annual “Belly Up with the
Bar” fundraiser on Friday, October 27th from 5pm-9pm.
This event is an annual Brew Fest and cook-off competition
between the local firms and Baton Rouge law schools. All
proceeds from the fundraiser benefits the Baton Rouge Bar
Association’s award-winning Youth Education programs. This
year, Brady McMillin will lead the LSU Law team. Come out
and enjoy great food, tasty drinks, and live music while also

As for events for the rest of the semester, the SBA will host
its last GIF before finals on November 3rd, come out and join
in on Bama Hate Week! On Tuesday, November 7th, SBA is
continuing the fundraiser trend and hosting a Bowling Night
at Allstar Lanes beginning at 7pm. A $10 donation allows you
to play. All proceeds raised from the event will go towards
hurricane relief in Puerto Rico! Come out and join the SBA
for these events before you go into finals studying hibernation!
And, don’t forget as always, the SBA will provide snacks
during Finals!
Best,
					
Sara Kubel
Executive President, Student Bar Association
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Define continued...

independent of financial considerations, regardless of whether
the person presently lives or formerly lived in the same
residence with offender.”
The statute specifies that the term does not refer to “a casual
relationship or ordinary association between persons in a
business or social context.” Nearly all of this wording is
new. Most of the law’s original language has been removed.
The original wording of the law defined a dating partner as
“a person in a social relationship of a romantic and intimate
nature.” The law also specified that the existence of a dating
partner’s relationship would be determined by three factors:
“the length of the relationship; the type of relationship; and the
frequency of interaction between the persons involved in the
relationship.” The new version of the law omits this wording
entirely.
Director of Clinical Legal Education Robert Lancaster said the
original wording in the law is more in line with “traditional
notions” of dating. “Dating’s changed, but the law hasn’t
really kept up,” he said.
Lancaster said online dating and the increasing popularity of
dating apps have changed the way people think of relationships.
“In a bar, you can tell pretty quickly what a person’s motivations
are and there’s kind of an understanding,” Lancaster said. “On
dating apps, you can have two different people with different
expectations.”
While she doesn’t handle criminal cases, Judge Pamela Baker
of the Family Court for East Baton Rouge Parish said she
believes the change was necessary because over the years,
she’s seen an increasing number of couples choosing not to
marry. “It’s a good thing,” she said. “Unfortunately, people
don’t tend to get married as much as they used to.”
In addition to amending the definition of dating partners for
the purpose of civil protection, Lancaster said the bill created
criminal statutes relating to aggravated assault upon a dating
partner, La R.S. 14:34.9, and battery of a dating partner, La
R.S. 14:34.9.1.
Before Aug. 1, the law allowed for dating partners to acquire
civil protection orders after incidents of dating violence. The
change to the law didn’t create a new crime, but instead created
a heightened penalty based upon the relationship between the
people involved.
Under the new law, on a first conviction of battery, an offender
will be fined $300-$1,000 and will be imprisoned for at least
30 days and no more than six months. At least 48 hours of that
sentence must be served without benefit of parole, probation
or suspension of sentence.
Upon conviction of a second offense, an offender will be fined
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$750-$1,000 and will be imprisoned with or without hard labor
for at least 60 days and no more than one year. At least 14 of
those days must be served without benefit of parole, probation
or suspension of sentence.
If convicted of a third offense, the offender will be fined $2,000
imprisoned with or without hard labor for at least one year and
no more than five years. The first year of the sentence must be
served without benefit of parole, probation or suspension of
sentence.
Conviction of a fourth or subsequent offense will result in a
fine of $5,000 and imprisonment with hard labor for at least 10
years and no more than 30 years. The first three years of that
sentence must be served without benefit of parole, probation
or suspension of sentence.
The new law also includes provisions for specific acts like
strangulation, violence against a pregnant partner and burning
that results in serious bodily injury.
If the new law had taken effect before Feb. 4 — the night the
events took place — Kent would have faced the possibility of
imprisonment at hard labor no more than three years — the
heightened penalty for strangulation.
In addition, conviction of continued on page 5...

instances of dating
violence reported on
LSU campus in 2016

1:3

women will experience
intimate parter violence
in their lifetime

percent of female
murder victims killed
by a partner or expartner in Louisiana

1:4

12
81%

men will experience
intimate parter violence
in their lifetime
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Hurricane Relief: LSU Law Lends a Hand
Most of the students
at LSU Law school
know all too well the
devastating effect a
hurricane can have on
a community and the
individuals that make
up the community.
Caitlin Mullaney With that in mind it
Staff Writer
took no time at all for
LSU Law community
to come together and pitch in to help
their fellow Americans experiencing
this hurricane devastation.
Throughout the months of August
through October Texas, Florida, and
Puerto Rico felt the life-altering effects
of devastating hurricanes. Hurricane
Harvey, a category 3 hurricane swept
through Texas and other areas August
25 – September 3, 2017, followed by
Hurricane Irma who came down on
Florida as a category 5 storm, and then
on September 16, 2017 – October 3,
2017 Puerto Rico was destroyed and
continues to suffer from Hurricane
Maria another category 5 storm.
Hurricane Harvey was the first major

hurricane to make landfall in the United
States since 2005, and Irma and Maria
were respectively the fourth and fifth
costliest hurricanes on record with over
$100 billion of damage combined.
The hurricane assistance provided by the
law students was a school-wide effort
with numerous groups and individual
students stepping up. In total, there were
more than six law school events held,
over $3,000 raised, and over 100 items
donated.
The Public Interest Law Society (PILS)
hosted a trivia night fundraiser, held a
merchandise sale, and drove an eighttruck caravan of donated items to the
Lone Star Legal Aid, an indigent legal
services provider for all of East Texas.
Through the caravan the students
brought over a dozen PC’s and monitors,
15 large desks, 45 office chairs and
numerous other small items.
“We’re no strangers to struggling to cope
with the effects of hurricanes, and Texas
has aided us so much in the past. So, we
wanted to give back as best we could.
Additionally, we thought we could target
our efforts by focusing on the legal

Define continuted...

aggravated assault upon a dating partner carries with it
imprisonment at hard labor for at least one year and no
more than five years.
Lawmakers’ concerns may be well-founded. According to
the National Coalition Against Domestic Violence, one in
three women and one in four men in the United States will
experience intimate partner violence at some point in their
lifetime. In Louisiana, 81 percent of female homicides are
committed by a partner or ex-partner. According to LSU’s
Annual Security and Fire Report, there were 12 reported
instances of dating violence on campus in 2016. That’s
almost double the seven instances reported in 2015.
Domestic and dating violence statistics show that
strangulation is an accurate predictor of future homicide
or attempted homicide. A study published in the Journal

community in Houston, specifically pro
bono legal services providers,” stated
the donation organizer MJ Hernandez,
PILS Community Service Chair.
Other student groups that got involved
in the cause included the Christian
Legal Society (CLS) which hosted a
karaoke fundraiser with special guests
Dean Carroll, and Professors Devlin,
Thompson, and Brooks. Through the
event CLS was able to raise over $370,
including a fundraiser competition
where each professor had a jar and the
one with the most money had to get up
on stage and sing.
On the success of the event CLS Board
Member Margaret Viator stated, “I
honestly thought it was a great event and
was humbled by the spirit and generosity
of the students at the Law Center- and
got to witness Professor Devlin belt it
out to House of the Rising Sun.”
The Student Bar Association (SBA)
also got in on the fundraising efforts
hosting a “Deep in the Heart of Texas”
fundraiser gif in conjunction with the
LSU Vet School and selling over 100
fundraiser t-shirts, with all the proceeds
continued on page 7...

of Emergency Medicine in 2008 showed that “the odds of
becoming an attempted homicide increased by about sevenfold for women who had been strangled by their partner.”
Of course, there may still be questions left to answer. Since
there are so few cases examining the definition of dating
partners, Lancaster said the term’s meaning might not be
completely clear. Lancaster believes the change in the law
will likely lead to an increase in court cases on the subject.
“When you have a protection order, those cases don’t really
get appealed,” he said. “When you add a criminal context,
we’re going to see more cases defining dating partners.”
Until then, Lancaster said it will be interesting to see
how courts interpret the new language and apply the new
laws.“Does this class of people need to be protected? Yes,”
he said. “Can this law be over-extended and over-utilized?
Probably so.”
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LSU Greek Life Reform:
Stepping foot on campus for the first time is a
daunting experience for many undergraduate
freshman. The familiar comforts of high
school are almost all but gone, as most
students come face to face with a myriad of
realities sans mommy and daddy. Plenty of
graduates can recall some of their repressed
memories from freshman year; such as
awkward interactions with their dormitory
Carlos Coro
roommates,
and the painful intimidation of
Staff Writer
sitting in a class surrounded by hundreds of
strangers. Despite these growing pains, the freshman experience
offers students a bounty of opportunities to explore as they begin
the next chapter of their lives.
At the forefront of these opportunities is Greek Life, the
ubiquitous hallmark of Universities across the United States.
While the appeal of fraternities and sororities fails to resonate
with some, the glorification of Greek Life in American society
draws droves of freshman to the doorsteps of several houses
adorned with various Greek letters. Students lucky enough to
earn a bid to a fraternity assume the duties of a pledge, and
face a semester of hazing which acts as a litmus test for those
worthy enough to join the brotherhood. However, this tradition
has come under serious national scrutiny, as the means of hazing
has devolved upon which pledge can consume the most alcohol.
In the past decade seventeen pledges have died from hazing,
nine of which were caused by alcohol poisoning.
Amongst the nine deaths caused by alcohol poisoning is LSU
student, and Phi Delta Theta pledge, Maxwell Gruver. On the
morning of September 14th, Max was rushed to Our Lady of the
Lake Medical Center after participating in a hazing ritual known
as “Bible Study,” where pledges were forced to drink 190 proof
liquor if they failed to answer questions about the history of
the fraternity. The tragic death sent shockwaves throughout the
LSU community, lamenting the loss of a fellow classmate in
only his first month of curriculum as a Mass Communications
major.
LSU President, F. King Alexander, issued an immediate
response by suspending all Greek activities on LSU for a week,
which subsequently lead to significant school policy changes
to the Greek system. LSU Director of Greek Life, Angela
Guillory, warned students that, “we aren’t just thinking about
changing the rules; we are thinking about changing the culture.”
This has proven to be quite significant for a student body of
31,414 students, of which 23 percent are members of a Greek
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Justice or
Punishment?

organization.
The changes implemented since have been widely criticized
by students in Greek organizations, who feel as if they are
being punished for activities they have never condoned. “It’s
like being punished for something your little brother did,”
an anonymous member of Kappa Sigma explained, “it’s not
fair for the people who follow the rules.” This concern is
also echoed by other Greek organizations, who fear that their
organizations are being targeted and vilified.
Despite the unrest amongst LSU students involved in
Greek organizations, the hardline approach by the LSU
administration has been seconded by Governor Jon Bel
Edwards, who has called upon all state University Systems
to conduct a review of their policies on hazing and binge
drinking.
While the schools have begun their investigation into these
policies, the investigation into the death of Max is closing.
The details that emerged from the investigation are harrowing,
alleging that the event took place as pledges were doused in
mustard and hot sauce then forced to press their noses and
toes against a wall in a room fit with a strobe light and blaring
music. On October 11, ten members of Phi Delta Theta were
Continued on page 11...

Congratulations

Tyler Robbins and Chaz Coleman
winners of the Fall 2017 Ira S. Flory Mock
Trial Competition
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STUDENT

KURTIS

Spotlight

JOHNSON

Kurtis
Johnson
is a graduate of
the University of
Kentucky and is a
proud member of ...
whatever. He’s just
a 1L. Who cares? I
already did my job. If
you want to know who
Joe Cooper
Columnist
he is just read the damn
interview or talk to him
yourself.
Regardless,
I found Kurtis rummaging through the
dumpsters behind school in between
studying for the 1L midterms. Naturally,
I felt bad for the guy; and, for a second,
I saw my own reflection: a teary-eyed,
confused 1L in need of some good food
and a hell of a lot of sleep. I invited Kurtis
to Chimes, and the following transcript is
the result.
Year: 1L
Section: 1
Relationship Status: Single
Hometown: Dayton, Ohio
Undergrad Major: Political Science
Q: Let’s start this off by getting some
Blackened Gator. Have you ever had
Alligator before?
A: No, but I’ve been wanting to try it.
What’s that sauce?

Hurricane continued...

going to the South Texas College of
Law Student Relief Fund, a fund that
lends direct assistance to students,
faculty, and staff who were displaced
by Hurricane Harvey.

Another student group fundraising
effort came from the Hispanic Law
Students Association which held
an Enchilada Plate Fundraiser on
October 4, 2017, where students could
purchase a homemade enchilada plate
Q: What position did you play in with all the money going towards the
South Texas College of Law Student
basketball?
Relief Fund.
A: In high school, power forward, but
now I like to see myself as a Point. I just The hurricane-aid effort was not solely
a group one, Erin Abrams along with
body people.
her roommates collected items to
Q: What gives you the competitive send to victims through the donation
drive of Sudduth & Associates, LLC
advantage?
in Lake Charles. They were able to
A: Since I’ve come to law school everyone
collect over five boxes of clothes,
said I have a big butt. I’m sure that’s got
a few bags of towels, some sheets,
something to do with it.
blankets and bottled water.
Q: I heard you played football in The fundraising efforts of the LSU
college too, right?
Law students has not yet been
A: Yeah I played my Freshman year at the completed, all the money raised
at the Powderpuff Flag Football
University of Kentucky.
Auction on October 20, 2017 is going
Q: You get any PT?
to the South Texas College of Law
A: (Smiles, hesitates, and shakes head) Student and the Black Law Student
Nah.
Association is currently planning a
Continued on page 13...
charity basketball tournament with
all the money going to the victims of
Hurricane Maria in Puerto Rico.
Even with everything that has been
done to help those affected by the
hurricanes, there is still so much
to do. One way to continue to help
is through the National Voluntary
Organizations Active in Disaster,
more information about the which
can be found at nvoad.org.

Q: Remoulade; I’m not sure what’s
in it, but it’s fire. What sports did you
play in high school?
A: I played basketball, football, and ran
track.
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PMH on Politics: Gun control
The issue of gun control becomes a hot
topic after every mass shooting event.
While families are grieving, politicians
rush to the cameras to provide their sage
wisdom of how these atrocities could be
avoided if only we had “common sense”
gun control. Gun debates then erupt all
over the nation around water coolers, at
family dinner tables, and on social media
Conner Graham feeds. Typically, one side always wins:
Columnist
the side that has actually handled and used
firearms in the past. Whether it is news reporters who cannot
distinguish a handgun from a shotgun from an AR 15, or gun
control advocates who believe that people buy machine guns
at Wal-Mart, too often ignorance by gun control advocates
results in debates over guns where “common sense” is sorely
lacking.
Gun control advocates routinely argue that the public should not
have access to “semi-automatic” or “military style weapons”.
They don’t realize that the public already doesn’t have access
to the same weapons as the military. Automatic weapons are
largely banned and heavily regulated with expensive and
difficult to obtain licenses. Those “assault weapons” on the
news are no more capable than most long hunting rifles. The
only differences are cosmetic. A “semi-automatic” weapon is
virtually every gun currently in existence, other than historical
muskets, classic revolvers, and bolt-action, single-shot rifles.
“Semi-automatic” simply means one trigger pull equals one
fired round until the magazine is empty. A ban on “semiautomatic” weapons would make illegal nearly every handgun
and rifle in the nation.
They say that the mentally ill shouldn’t be able to purchase
“assault weapons” from Wal-Mart, without realizing that they
already cannot. To purchase a gun from a retailer like WalMart requires submitting to a background test and a waiting
period, which can take weeks. These tests look for things like
prior felony convictions and history of mental illness. If one
fails the checks, they’re not given the gun. Yet somehow, we
have multiple mass-murderers, including the Lafayette movie
theater shooter, who purchased weapons and passed these
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background checks even though their mental health history
should have prevented it. Today, funding for mental hospitals
in the state of Louisiana is at an all-time low, and the costs of
drugs for treatment of mental disorders is at an all-time high.
Our governments have found it to be more cost-efficient to
simply give our mentally deranged people narcotics and send
them back into society rather than isolate those who show
potential for violence. Without better screening and better
care, no regulation will prevent the deranged from committing
violence.
None of these “inconvenient truths” really cut to the heart of
why gun control is such a losing topic for its advocates. It
simply does not work. They say that if we just cracked down
on gun sales and made them illegal, we can stop gun violence,
but Chicago is also home to the highest incidences of gun
violence in the nation, in both raw numbers and per capita. The
reason why gun control fails is the same reason why alcohol
prohibition did not work. It is the same reason why the War on
Drugs has failed. All it does is switch the distribution method
from legitimate, regulated retailers, to the black market and
organized crime. Just as the prohibition on marijuana has
not made pot any more difficult to obtain, neither would gun
control.
To make matters worse, it would take guns out of the hands
of responsible owners and put them into the hands of those
who are willing to break the law to obtain them. Just as
criminals blatantly break laws against theft and murder, they
would flaunt laws against guns just as easily. Door by door
confiscation of every gun in existence would be needed to
eliminate these guns, but just as critics of Donald Trump’s cries
to deport all illegal immigrants from the United States, going
door-to-door would be completely impractical and blatantly
unconstitutional. Even then, just like with bootleggers during
prohibition, organized crime would simply import guns from
elsewhere and distribute them here on the black market.
Confiscation, and indeed gun control in general, is anything
but “common-sense”.
In the end, guns are nothing but a tool. They can be used to
put food on the table, defend the innocent from those who
mean them harm, or be used to threaten and destroy lives. The
Continued on page 13...
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and the second Amendment
Adrienne Wood
Columnist

The Second Amendment to the United
States Constitution, written in 1789 and
ratified in 1791, provides protections for the
right of individuals to “keep and bear arms.”
The Second Amendment is typically the
most common argument used against any
type of firearm regulation. But, consider:
what if we applied similar logic to other
Constitutionally protected freedoms and
refused to regulate them?

Take, for example, the right to free speech,
which is protected under the First Amendment. Language used
to advocating for violence or incite riots is not protected free
speech. The right to make slanderous or libelous statements
is not constitutionally protected. Child pornography is
considered obscenity and is not protected under the First
Amendment. To apply the Constitution broadly and without
any restrictions would seemingly create a lawless society.
Most of these common-sense limitations to our Constitutional
freedoms are designed to protect people. So, the question
becomes: why can’t we place limits on guns, which are, by
design, intended to inflict harm and cause death?
Every time there is a major mass shooting, satirical news
source The Onion runs the same headline: “’No Way to Prevent
This.’ Says Only Nation Where This Regularly Happens.”
Sarcasm aside, this headline makes two important points:
Mass shootings are a regular occurrence here in the United
States, and we are the only nation where this is a persistent
problem. A “mass shooting” is defined as an incident in
which a gunman shoots or kills four or more people in the
same general time and location. Although the media may only
highlight major incidences of gun violence, the number of
mass shootings in America averages out to about 7.5 per a
week. This is happening literally every day, and it is becoming
the new norm. We have even developed a routine response:
immediately jump to praying for the victims and their families,
and leave it at that. Prayers and compassion are both good and
necessary, but they aren’t enough.
Following the horrific shootings of elementary school children
at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Connecticut,

the parents of the victims understood that thoughts and prayers
could not create new legislation. Those parents mobilized
and lobbied for mandatory universal background checks,
as well as a ban on the sale and manufacturing of various
semi-automatic weapons. The National Rifle Association
responded to the grieving parents by advocating for armed
security guards in schools - because more guns is always the
answer. Despite the NRA’s efforts to increase the presence of
guns in schools, the parents were undeterred. They rallied the
Connecticut legislature to expand the list of banned assault
weapons as well as push the United State Congress to expand
background checks.
This article isn’t a plea to ban all weapons or “disarm”
America. It is a plea to advocate for reasonable limitations
on the Second Amendment. The system we have is broken;
we cannot continue to blame gun violence on mental illness,
violent video games, or perceptions of a “growing evil” in
the world. The fact of the matter is that the United States is
a country with too many guns. There are an estimated 300
million guns in the United States, for a population of around
320 million people. These 300 million guns are owned by a
minority of the population, and while many of those citizens
may be responsible and well-intentioned gun owners, I have to
ask: what need does a casual hunter have for a semi-automatic
weapon? Assault weapons are the weapon of choice for mass
shooters. At the very least, why can’t we place stronger
restrictions on those? I have grown up in Louisiana around
hunters and gun enthusiasts, many of whom are my friends
and family. I have never seen them duck hunting with an AK47. And if someone breaks into your home, are you going to
fire 40 rounds of ammunition at an intruder making off with
your Smart TV? Is this what the Framers of the Constitution
really intended?
Our Founding Fathers were incredibly insightful and forward
thinking, but they were not fortunetellers. Their vision of
the Second Amendment included gunpowder, muskets, and
single-shot cannons. They could not have envisioned, all those
years ago, a world in which one single person could kill 58
people and injure 546 more within the span of ten minutes.
				 Continued on page 13...
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Meredith Soniat is
an attorney with
the
Southeastern
Immigrant Freedom
Initiative. We arrive
at Olive or Twist on
a fairly busy Friday
evening.
Meredith
orders
the
special
of
Bryan Dupree
the
day
and
I
opt
for
a
Columnist
Cocktail Roulette (you
pick two categories from a list and the
bartender creates a custom cocktail). My
categories were “crisp and refreshing”
and “gin.” We both take a sip and the
interview begins.

translation work and bond movements,
or in person by screening people at
Me: Tell me more about your job.
detention centers and watching hearings.
Meredith: There’s a humanitarian crisis You don’t realize what it’s really like
in the detention centers. They are shadow until you’re there.
prisons. Our main goal is to get people
out of detention with a release strategy or Me: You and I have discussed the idea
of me writing a letter to a detainee. What
on bond or parole.
if we created an event on campus for
That changed the mood.
students to write letters to detainees?
Meredith: We have four locations across Meredith: That would be amazing!
the U.S. but I work in Jena.
We discuss how the detainees appreciate
Me: How’s that?
any words of encouragement they receive.
Meredith: It’s a dry town…
Me: You have a pretty heavy job. How
it simple, Bryan.

We both take a sip just thinking about do you balance that? Do you have
that. Make that two sips.
balance?

Me: So, the way this works is: I don’t Meredith is a 2015 graduate of PMH.
prepare anything ahead of time and we
Me: Is this job what you planned to do
just wing it…
after law school?
Meredith: Perfect.
Meredith: The plan was to get an L.L.M.
Since I don’t have any questions prepared, in international human rights, but I felt
I recycle one from my last interview.
compelled to take this job. The crisis is
Me: What’s your favorite Civil Code here. I use foreign language skills. We
article?
are paid in emotional currency.

Meredith: Hell no. I play with my
dog. We’ve been invited to so many
churches.
I remember that it’s a dry town and take
another sip.
Meredith: Someone comes from
Alexandria once a week and teaches
yoga in a barn.

Meredith: The last time I used the code In addition to emotional currency, we Me: Wait, what? How many people
was the on the bar exam…
discuss how donations have increased in attend barn yoga?
Apparently a background in Louisiana the past year.
Meredith: Like, 10 or 15.
law isn’t super useful in immigration Me: How can students get involved?
Barns and exercise. I could not be more
courts. Who knew? My go-to question Meredith: Students can volunteer
out of my element. Seasoned journalist,
has backfired. How do I recover? Keep remotely and help gather documents, do
folks. Continued on page 15...
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Hazing continued...

arrested and billed with a violation of LSA-R.S. 17:1801
Hazing; a relatively light misdemeanor carrying a fine up
to $100, or imprisonment up to thirty days or both and the
immediate expulsion from school. One of the ten members
billed, Matthew Naquin, was billed with an additional charge
of LSA-R.S. 14:32 Negligent Homicide; a much more
serious crime carrying a fine up to $5,000 or up to five years
imprisonment with or without hard labor, or both. According
to investigator interviews, it was Matthew Naquin who acted
as the ring leader of the “Bible Study.” The investigation and
details of the events have raised concerned over the charges
being brought against the students, with many considering

them categorically “light.”
The concerns of justice only add more frustration to a scenario
where many are simply left with a throw hands. With all the
uncertainty surrounding the death of Max Gruver, it’s easy to
lose sight of the major issue at hand. A young adult lost his
life in an unfamiliar realm, under despicable circumstances.
However, there is no doubt that Max Gruver will not be the
last victim of hazing, as it takes many forms above alcohol
poisoning. Perhaps then, a degree of responsibility should
fall upon students stepping foot on campus for the first time
to understand the dangers of hazing.

(BR)unch
Did anyone know Caliente served brunch?
How did I not know this? Well, for those of
you who don’t know: Caliente has brunch!
Obviously as soon as I found this out I
thought, “Well, I gotta try it.”

I arrived around noon, accompanied by
my good friend Shawn Daray, who is also
a 3L. Surprisingly, it was not crowded at
all. Looking back, I think it was because
Leslie Knowles
Caliente’s brunch is a well-kept secret. Both
Columnist
indoor and patio seating was available, but
we sat inside so we could watch the Saints game. Our server
was very friendly and very patient—since it took us forever to
decide what we wanted.
The menu, while small, looked intriguing. It features
interesting dishes such as a Mexican omelet with fajita meat
served with chorizo bean and breakfast potatoes. If you are
skeptical of having Mexican food for brunch, Caliente also
offers more classic dishes such as their “American Breakfast”
which comes with scrambled eggs, bacon, and toast.
One particular issue of note: they do not have mimosas. They
do, however, have Bloody Marys. Another thing: nothing is
bottomless. This was a little bit of a disappointment, to be

honest. However, to make up for this, Caliente offers a special
on their sangria (both red and white) on Saturdays and Sundays
for brunch. At $3.00 apiece, the sangria is a great deal, and, as
a bonus, it was also delicious!
I decided to try the Mexican tacos, which includes 3 tacos soft
filled with “Mexican-Styled” eggs and served with chorizo
beans & breakfast potatoes. Shawn opted for the “Mexican
Hash” which consisted of sautéed potatoes, jalapenos,
tomatoes, onion & chorizo and topped with 2 fried eggs. At
$9.99, both dishes were a good value for the amount of food
given. The food and drinks arrived relatively quickly; however,
I will say that the tacos were lukewarm rather than fully hot. I
like my food to always come to the table hot—but that’s just a
personal preference. I added some salsa to the tacos for a little
heat. Overall, they were pretty good. I was expecting a little
more flavor from a Mexican-style brunch, but nevertheless I
enjoyed the meal.
All in all, I’m happy to report that it was a great experience,
and I would gladly go back. It was nice to try something a little
different for a change! In case you are not familiar, Caliente
is located on Lee Drive and serves brunch on Sundays from
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. If you, too, are looking for something
a little different for your next brunch outing, I recommend
giving Caliente a try!
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What’s happening in Diversity & Professionalism?
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

K neeling on the Constitution
In 2016, Colin Kaepernick, quarterback for
the San Francisco 49ers, kneeled during
the national anthem. This action spurred
protests that continue today as NFL
players have either knelt, sat, or raised
their fists during the national anthem. The
demonstrations have sparked controversial
debate over whether these protests are
unpatriotic and disrespectful of the flag of
Natalie Awad
the United States, or a peaceful protest to
Columnist
call attention to prevalent issues of racial
inequality and police brutality.

the players are protesting the flag or the national anthem itself.
It’s not a protest of the flag, but more of a way to call the
country to live up to the ideals that the flag represents. The
players want to encourage equal justice, racial justice, and
police reform.”

At a rally for Senator Luther Strange in September, President
Trump vented about the NFL anthem protests. “Total disrespect
of our heritage. That’s a total disrespect of everything that
we stand for…and I know we have freedoms and freedom of
choice and many many different freedoms but you know what,
it’s still totally disrespectful.”

Candace continues, “As far as commentary from the law school
community, the students I spoke with generally have no issue
with the protest. It’s easily forgotten that many Americans
didn’t support the now revered civil rights movement or the
now iconic photo of Tommie Smith and John Carlos raising
their fists at the 1968 Olympics. I applaud Colin Kaepernick
for his boldness and willingness to step out on his own. I think
he has sparked something truly special and will be remembered
well for it in the future.”

Many have taken issue with President Trump’s interjection into
the situation. For instance, Alex Watters, a 3L student, says, “I
understand both sides of the argument. I consider myself to
be patriotic, so I understand the desire to respect the national
anthem. I don’t think this is an issue that the President should
involve himself with. I think this is outside of the office’s
purview. This is an issue to be discussed by the people and
decided by the people.”

“I think this original meaning is obscured by the cultural
sensitivity around the flag and anthem. Of course, what brought
more attention to this protest was Donald Trump calling the
players, ‘sons of bi*****.’ It’s noteworthy that he did not
resort to using profanity when referring to the KKK members
and Neo-Nazis in Charlottesville, but instead, referred to some
of them as ‘very fine people.’”

The conversation shouldn’t end here. As future lawyers and
pillars of a diverse community, we each have a responsibility
to lead the conversation, kneeling on the Constitution as a
foundation.

So, let’s discuss.
When asked about the Constitutional “free-speech”
repercussions of this issue, LSU Law Professor Michael
Coenen shared, “Because the NFL is not a ‘state actor,’ a
league-based anti-kneeling policy would not directly implicate
constitutional free-speech protections. That said, from a policy
prospective, a prohibition on kneeling would reflect a shameful
capitulation to some of the President’s most divisive and antidemocratic impulses.” Professor Coenen also notes, “The NFL
could more productively channel its anti-kneeling energies
towards a plan for deterring end-of-game ‘kneel-downs’ by
victorious teams.”
Candace Square, the 1L representative for her class on the
Diversity and Professionalism Committee, also shared her
thoughts, “The protests that are occurring in the NFL, I think,
are greatly misunderstood. A common misconception is that
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Eric Reid (#35), Colin Kaepernick (#7) and Eli Harold
(#58) of the San Francisco 49ers kneel in protest during
the national anthem prior to their NFL game on Oct. 23,
2016. (Photo by Thearon W. Henderson/Getty Images)
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Conner continued...

choice in how to use that tool is up to the
wielder. It is not the weapon’s fault that
it is used to commit these atrocities that
have become all too routine in America,
but the fault of those who choose to
use them to that end. Unless we can
end the prohibition that fuels the gang
cartel violence, invest in better mental
health evaluation and care to protect
civilians from those prone to violence,

abolish “gun-free zones” that lack actual
security measures, and defeat the ideals
of extremism, we must accept that the
limits of the Second Amendment mean
what they say: “the right to keep and bear
arms shall not be infringed”. As with
most hot-topics, a little less ignorance
and a little more understanding could go
a long way in helping end gun violence.

Adrienne continued...

In a world where one well-equipped
person can do the damage of an entire
eighteenth century militia, it is time
to stop using the existence of the
Second Amendment as an excuse
not to enact sensible, life-saving gun
laws in this country.

Spotlight continued...

Q. So you just moved here. How’s your place?

Q: I’ve got an extra. Do you want one?

A. I live with another 1L, but neither of us brought furniture.
We have a blow-up couch, two of those bungee chairs, a card
table, and a beer pong table we use as a TV stand.

A: What?

Q. You basically turned your apartment into a frat house.
I can dig it. What else you got?
A. I sleep on an air mattress. But it’s a dope air mattress. Check
it out, its got a headboard. (shows me a picture of it)
Q. Dude, this is only a twin size... Is that a “Minion”
blanket?

Q: Nothing. What’s your favorite bar in Baton Rouge?
A: I know it sounds bad, but Fred’s. I love Fred’s, I just have
a great time, there. (Seriously, one of these bars needs to give
me free stuff)
Q: Have you ever been to Bogie’s?
A: What’s that?
Q: Then you really have no frame of reference?

A. Oh yeah; HUGE minion guy. Love minions. Those guys
crack me up.

A: Everyone says we’re going to go there at the end of the
night, but we never go.

Q: If you had to litigate a video game, what would it be?
For example, Donkey Kong committing assault against
Mario.

Q: Typical. What made you want to go to LSU Law?

A: Probably like Donkey Kong. Yeah, like a Donkey Kong
game.
Q: I literally just gave you that. You do understand you’re
not just supposed to say exactly the same back to me, right?
This isn’t Baier’s class.
A: Oh, my bad. Mario Kart, but just to exact revenge on
everyone.
Q: Are you any good?
A: Not at all. That’s why they’re going to pay for their tortious
behavior.
Q: What’s your weirdest habit?
A: I’m obsessed with picking at my skin.
Q: Do you have a skin-box like from Goldmember?
A: No ha-ha-ha.

A. I actually love the book A Time to Kill. My mom introduced
it to me and I knew I wanted to be a lawyer.
Q. So are you a huge Momma’s Boy?
A. Yeah. I wouldn’t say huge, but we’re really close.
Q. What made you want to come to LSU, specifically?
A. Actually, I wanted to play Barrister’s Bowl. It seems like
it’s going to be a great time.
Q. Well, Gold Team has the first pick this year. Hopefully,
you can get on the right team.
A. I’ll see you on the field, either way.

Itching to respond to one of our
articles? Or have a topic you
want to see covered in the next
issue? The Civilian is always
open to submissions!
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Happy BOO-ZY
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After months of sweltering heat, Fall finally
arrived in Louisiana! With the coming of the
Fall season, many of the PMH law students
are preparing for Halloween, and the
admittedly much scarier finals season. Here
are some delicious and BOO-zy cocktails to
help you all make it through this tough and
terrifying time at the law center!

Connor Fagan
Staff Writer

1L’s Folly

The first drink up is the 1L’s Folly. This drink is a classic based
on the traditional Irish Coffee. Its blend of coffee and whiskey
makes it the perfect cocktail for the overworked student. As the
coffee gives you the energy to finish that final outline review,
the whiskey will warm your pre-hypothermic body after hours
spent in the frigid library.

Ingredients:

1 cup brewed hot coffee
1 tablespoon brown sugar
1.5 oz Irish whiskey
Heavy cream, slightly whipped

Instructions:

Pour piping hot coffee into warmed glass until it is about 3/4
full. Add the brown sugar and stir until completely dissolved.
Blend in Irish whiskey. Top with a collar of the whipped
heavy cream by pouring gently over back of spoon. Serve
hot.
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2L’s Tonic

Next up is a drink called the 2L’s Tonic. 2L year might be
the scariest and spookiest year of them all. Balancing journal
writing, applying for jobs, and reading for class keeps you on
edge all year long. But now it’s Halloween and time to relax
with a chilled cocktail, which would be great for a warm-ish
Louisiana Fall day.

Ingredients:

1.5 oz gin
.75 oz fresh squeezed lemon juice
.75 oz apple juice or cider
Ginger Beer, chilled
Garnish with an apple slice and nutmeg

Instructions:

Combine gin, lemon juice and apple cider in a cocktail shaker
with ice. Shake well and pour into ice filled, chilled glass.
Top with ginger beer, stir and garnish with an apple slice and
fresh grated nutmeg.
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3L’s Farewell

The 3L’s Farewell, which is a mixture of champagne and
absinthe, is the perfect drink to toast the 3Ls last Halloween at
the law center. Pop your favorite bubbly to celebrate making
it through (almost) unscathed. Also, the extra kick of absinthe
is great to numb whatever feelings remain after 3 years
of law school. Fun fact: this cocktail is based off of Ernest
Hemingway’s favorite drink, called Death in the Afternoon.

Ingredients:

3 tablespoons (1.5 ounces) absinthe
½ to ¾ cup cold champagne
So whether you are preparing for Halloween or finals, or
3LOLing like the rest of us, these fun and BOO-zy drinks will
get you through the scary times ahead!

Civil Cockatail continued...

Me: Your mom is Karen Soniat?
Meredith nods.
Me: Okay, so what’s the dirt?

we all already knew: Karen Soniat
is amazing. I’m out of questions so I
recycle another one from last month.
Me: What’s the waitress’s name?

Meredith: My mom is a badass! She has
energy like she’s on speed.

Meredith: I forgot. Maybe she didn’t
tell us.

Me: She’s not, though.

Me: We’ll go with that…

Meredith: No!
Basically, I got no dirt. I learned what

She did tell us, though.
With our glasses now empty and our
spin dip all gone, we end the interview.

Meredith ranked her Imperial Floradora
3.75 out of 5 Napoleons. My Cocktail
Roulette earned 4 Napoleons. Check out
Olive or Twist on Perkins Road. Happy
hour ends at 7 pm.

Bryan’s Cocktail Roulette:
Meredith’s Imperial Floradora:

Congratulations

National Champs!

LSU Paul M. Hebert Law Center’s Peter James Johnson National
Civil Rights Mock Trial Competition team won first place on
October 22 2017 in New York City.
Pictured are team members Sohil Sharedalal, Brandi Barze,
Meagan Johnson, and Ahmed Soussi. Not pictured is team
alternate Garrett Wick. The team is coached by Prof. Jeff Brooks
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Congrats 3L powderpuff team
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