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The latest developments in gas station 
construction often fail to register on the 
social radar of millennials in Baton Rouge.  
Rumors of a new Race-Trac don’t exactly 
get people out of bed in the morning. But 
what if I told you Baton Rouge would soon 
be home to a magical place where one can 
pump gas, eat freshly made brisket, sausage, 
and pulled pork, choose between dozens of 
flavors of beef jerky, drink exotic flavored 

Icees, peruse the offerings of kolache and Dip n’ Dots stations, 
and use the cleanest restroom known to man? Many would say 
this sounds like a pipe dream. Anyone who has wandered into 
a Circle K after the bar and tried to consume a hot dog knows 
that gas station food is borderline edible at best. However, 
PMH students have confirmed that Texas based convenience 
store, Buc-ee’s, truly is the Holy Grail. 
When the Buc-ee’s news dropped on March 8th, the PMH 
population mutated from respectable group of law students 
to a frenzied mob. Reactions were nothing short of visceral, 
ranging from quoting the infamous Drake lyric, “What a 
time to be alive” on social media to shedding actual tears. 
For Texas transplants, the thought of being able to access the 
Super Walmart sized Buc-ee’s at any hour of the day proved 
to be overwhelming. Students alerted their friends and family 
back in the Lonestar state that the drought had finally come 

to an end, reveling in the prospect of picking up a bag of 
Beaver Nuggets and world famous Candied Jalapeno Cream 
Cheese Dip whenever they damn well pleased. In fact, many 
individuals were forced to take an unexpected personal day 
to process the blessing bestowed upon them. Rather than 
condemn students for their absence, LSU Law professors 
were surprisingly understanding. After all, who can focus on 
reciting the criteria for acquisitive prescription or spotting a 
hearsay objection with Buc-ee’s on the brain? 
Amongst the deafening hype, a grim discovery was made. 
Several LSU Law students had never even heard of Buc-ee’s, 
going so far as to question, “What’s the big deal?” Texas 
natives and road trip warriors suppressed a strong desire to 
immediately ex-communicate these poor souls. Fortunately, 
the welcoming spirit of PMH prevailed and Buc-ee’s 
aficionados chose to enlighten said novices on the perks of 
what is arguably the eighth wonder of the world. 
Combining his nickname “Beaver” with the name of his 
Labrador Retriever to form Buc-ee’s, founder Arch Aplin III 
unknowingly instigated a gas station phenomenon. Buc-ee’s 
locations are known for their massive presence, boasting 80- 
120 fuel pumping stations.  The New Braunfels, TX location 
was recently deemed the largest convenience store in America 
topping out at 68,000 square feet. Size aside, the biggest draw 
of Buc-ee’s continues to be the food. Buc-ee’s homemade 
beef jerky is the stuff of legend. With flavors like Hill Country 

Annie Beckstrom
Staff Writer

BATON ROUGE BEAMING,

BEQUEATHED UNTO US
BUC-EE’S

CONTINUED ON P. 3...
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Bohemian Garlic and Jalapeño Peppercorn, this road snack 
blows Jack Links out of the water. Got a hankering for some 
Texas barbeque? Buc-ee’s has got you covered serving hand 
carved brisket, pulled pork sandwiches, and a variety of 
sausage. Travelers with a sweet tooth will rejoice at the sight 
of a giant wall of gummy candy that rivals Willy Wonka and 
an assortment of homemade fudge reminiscent of grandma’s 
recipe. 
Taking into account one of the most common reasons to make 
a pit stop, Buc-ee’s is also known for its pristine restrooms. 
The bathroom in the New Braunfels location was voted the 
cleanest restroom in the country, beating out restrooms at 
the Hollywood Bowl and the swank Chicago Hotel. To 
commemorate your Buc-ee’s experience, the convenience 
store chain offers anything that one could possibly imagine 
embossed with a beaver logo including the best selling t-shirt 

sporting the familiar Buc-ee’s slogan, “Squirrels are ok but 
BEAVERS RULE!” Honestly, what more could you want 
from a roadside one-stop shop?
Buc-ee’s developers endeavor to complete the project in 
2017 at a date to be determined. Fervent anticipation of this 
historic occasion triggered LSU Law faculty members to 
propose the idea of adding the Buc-ee’s grand opening date 
to the list of school holidays, seeing as classroom attendance 
will undoubtedly be non-existent. City officials have already 
scheduled a fleet of police officers and ambulatory services in 
preparation for the human stampede that will likely occur on 
opening day. PMH students appear to have lost their minds 
over Buc-ee’s but for good reason. In years to come, Baton 
Rouge residents will recall their life in two phases: the age 
before Buc-ee’s and the glorious period after Buc-ee’s changed 
our lives forever. 

Like a smoldering butt on the sidewalk, 
LSU’s ineffective Tobacco Free Policy 
has finally been snuffed out.  Originally 
implemented on August 1, 2014, the policy 
sought to ban the use of both smoking and 
smokeless tobacco, including cigarettes, 
e-cigs, chew, dip, and hookahs.  Despite the 
well-known public health concerns associated 
with tobacco use,  the policy was initially 
met with consternation and confusion.  

Indeed, many students were befuddled by the policy’s 
geographic restrictions and its enforcement mechanisms.

Eric “Otter” Stratton, a very active member of LSU’s Delta 
Tau Chi fraternity who fancies himself a “social smoker” 
commented, “Query: Does Walk-On’s count as campus? 
Okay, what about Bogie’s?” Stratton also admits that the 
policy had “no effect whatsoever” on his smoking habits 
as he spends little to no time on campus. “I just give my 
clicker to a pledge. I haven’t been to class in five years.”

In addition, Marle Breaux, an avid chain smoker, admits 
that she had received several emails from the administration 
reminding her of LSU’s now extinct Tobacco Free policy, but 

ignored them completely.  She adds that the emails “don’t 
count anyway” because they were sent to her @tigers.lsu.
edu email address, and not her current @lsu.edu address.  
While many are relieved that the tobacco ban has been lifted, 
Stratton’s fraternity brother, John “Bluto” Blutarsky, thinks the 
fight is far from over.  “Was it over when the Germans bombed 
Pearl Harbor?” Bluto asks. (The Civilian recognizes the historical 
inaccuracy of Mr. Blutarsky’s question and later learned that 
he has been dismissed from LSU after achieving a 0.0 GPA). 

Others claim there is more to this policy than meets the eye.  
Rustin Cohle, a former detective who thoroughly investigated 
the circumstances surrounding the Tobacco Free Policy, 
theorizes that LSU will actually start encouraging students 
to smoke in light of the recently passed cigarette taxes. 

“It’s gonna be like the ‘60s, man, Mad Men. I can’t wait for 
them to bring back 2 for 1 Camel Lights.” Stepping into his new 
Lincoln MKX, Cohle adds, “To move forward, sometimes you 
gotta go back. The feeling stays with you. Time is a flat circle.”

While the future of the tobacco ban is uncertain, the present is as 
clear as the smokeless air on the imaginary campus where students 
don’t use tobacco. Requiescat in pace “Tobacco Free” LSU. 

Robert Glueck
Staff Writerr

LSU BANS SMOKING, TOTALLY WORKS

BUC-EE’S CONTINUED...
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
  

DEAR READER:
For our very last issue of the 2015-2016 Civilian, our staff is bringing you something a little different. 
To coincide with the infamous Assault and Flattery annual event, our writers have penned a special 
April Fool’s edition of The Civilian! Whether you’re eyeing an article that pokes fun at some of PMH’s 
all-star professors, or poring over a piece that satirizes a few of PMH’s recent policy initiatives, we 
hope you enjoy our tongue-in-cheek take this month. 

As a parting thought, I’d like to thank every member of this year’s staff who has contributed to our 
revamp of this publication. Your professionalism, talent, and commitment has transformed this student 
paper into something this school can really be proud of. I’d also like to extend a special thanks to 
our production editor, Alaina Richard, and to our IT wizard, Sam Levy, for giving this paper a much-

needed facelift and a beautiful online update. Lastly, I need to thank you, reader. Your support and feedback throughout 
these many changes has helped us realize our vision for The Civilian. I know I speak for the entire staff when I say that 
we truly are grateful. 

As finals - and the Bar Exam - loom before us, I hope you enjoy the last few weeks of the 2015-2016 school year. I wish 
each of you the very best in all your future pursuits. Forever LSU!

           Cheers,
           Mallory Richard

Mallory Richard
Editor-in-Chief

Children,

As my term reluctantly comes to a close, I feel 
compelled to make a very difficult confession. 
Since August 2015, the position of SBA President 
has been held by a human-like robot.

As part of a top secret program, this robot (known 
to researchers as “Cersei”) fulfilled the duties of 
the SBA President in every respect. Initially, the 

program progressed without incident. In addition 
to greeting humans, making sporadic eye contact, 

and shaking hands, Cersei was capable of recognizing these same 
humans at later times and making conversation based upon previous 
chitchats. She attended my classes, presided over all relevant meet-
ings, responded to student complaints, and served on a number of 
committees and governing boards.

What made Cersei truly unique, however, was that she had her own 
personality, moods, and emotions. Her shifting temper could quickly 
vacillate from joy to angst, depending upon the topic of conversation 
(though researchers have found that she prefers angst). She knew 
which students I was least fond of, which students I pretend to be 
fond of, and the 7 people I actually like. By all measures, her integra-
tion into human society was a success.

Unfortunately, that integration came to a disastrous end just yes-
terday. Plagued by imbecilic questions, incessant complaints, 3 
separate litigation threats, and pointless emails, Cersei activated her 
self-destruction program. Even Cersei, an emotionless computer-
ized machine, was unable to handle the unrelenting frustrations of 
the unpaid position. I have included an excerpt from Cersei’s final 
transmission to the research team.

“It became truly unbearable. Students seem to believe that things at 
the law center ‘just happen,’ without the need for any behind-the-
scenes efforts. They also have no understanding of the concept of an 
‘unpaid volunteer position.’ I know I’m a robot, but it was surpris-
ingly demeaning to be treated like one. Everyone assumes this is my 
sole purpose – forgetting that I am also responsible for attending 
classes, preparing for graduation, maintaining the appearance of a 
personal life, and occasionally communicating with Clare’s family 
on her behalf.”

Regrettably, this means that I have resumed my post and will reluc-
tantly serve out the remainder of my term. I have no idea when it 
ends, but since Trentun Ball has already been named my successor, I 
assume he will tell me (if that’s not his name, I don’t need anyone to 
“just let me know!” in an email).  

Clare Sanchez, 
SBA President

SBA S TAT E  O F  A F FA I R S

Clare Sanchez
SBA President (human version)
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Sources report that Michael B. Coenen, 
poet and resident PMH dreamboat, 
purchased a beige Rowenta, DW5080, 
Focus steam iron last week to rave reviews 
from the PMH community.
The iron was reportedly an impulse buy 
for Coenen. He was allegedly perusing 

Amazon for piano sheet music for Justin 
Timberlake’s “Bringing Sexy Back” when inspiration 
struck. 
“I was thinking about the lyrics to JT’s classic tune: ‘I’m 
bringing sexy back/Them other boys don’t know how to 
act’ when it dawned on me - I was ‘them other boys.’ I 
knew I had to make a change and bring sexy back - and 
do it quickly.”*

Coenen has perfected that “just rolled out of bed” look 
in the past, but has now turned over a new leaf, finding 
endless amounts of swagger and discovering his inner 
Don Juan with his crisp new look. This scholar and pun-
master has made a name for himself for spitting Bluebook 
verses and dropping Constitutional knowledge on eager 
1Ls, but now that his new look is picking up some sexy 
steam, he can add “sartorial genius” to his impressive 
resume.
It’s unclear whether Coenen has also purchased an ironing 
board and/or starch. However, it is clear that PMH has 
definitely taken notice.
3L and Assault and Flattery Mistress of Ceremonies, 
Kristen Meeks, counts herself among the recently 
entranced.
“Everybody knows that Professor Coenen is a sharp 
guy, but now with those crisp, pleated pants and that 
immaculate white shirt, he’s also a sharp dressed guy. 
What more could a girl want?”*
Despite the drastic departure from his usual half-tucked 
and slightly completely wrinkled style, Coenen seems to 
have adjusted well to his new heart-throb status. 
“You have to give the people what they want, and clearly 
what they want is Michael B. Coenen.”*

*Quotes are entirely fictional. 

Bill Schulz
Staff Writer

MICHAEL B. COENEN GETS IRON: 
Exudes Endless Swagger

Sexy is as sexy does.
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Jacob Longman,
Staff Writer

Recent reports have 
confirmed the long 
held rumor: Kyle 
Alagood will be 
welcoming Dean 
Galligan with a 
“Warm Hug.” Initial 
reception to the news 
has been positive. 
“I don’t know what 

I’ve learned over two and a half years 
here,” an incredulous 3L said. “But I 
do know a hug from Alagood is a hug 
for mankind, and frankly, it’s a sign of 
a new era.” 
Alagood, long-time gatfly of PMH, 
stirred up quite the rukus last summer 
after slamming previous chancellor, 
Chancellor Weiss, with FOIA requests 
and demanding answers. Alagood has 
seemingly appointed himself crusader 
for justice at the LSU Law (the school at 
which he is no longer attending.)
Many students followed the drama that 

resulted in the eventual resignation of 
Weiss and recalled Alagood’s role in the 
events.
“Last summer? It was ALABAD,” a 2L 
remembered. 
However, some students found the 
announcement of Alagood’s scheduled 
hug to be a ringing endorsement of the 
new dean.
“A hug? From Alagood? It’s a big 
deal,” a 3L remarked. “That really says 
something about Dean Galligan.”
Alagood has been seen practicing his 
welcome gesture for days. A local trainer 
at the UREC who has been training 
Alagood for the momentous occasion 
claims that Alagood has embraced his 
responsibility to “christen” the new 
Dean with his approval.
“It’s about the approach,” Alagood’s 
trainer explained. “You can’t just rush 
in there. That’s how you set off alarm 
bells. This isn’t football. It’s much 

more delicate. It’s more like croquet or 
cricket. One of those C sports…curling, 
maybe.”  
Alagood, of course, is a noted practioner 
of the one-handed walking side-hug. 
Popular with the “hug-as-you-go” 
crowd, rumors persisted for weeks 
leading up to today’s announcement 
that Alagood wouldn’t be chosen for the 
honor because the faculty was unsure he 
could convert his technique. 
“Going from a side-hug to a full-on bear-
hug is no easy task as I understand it,” a 
faculty member explained. “But we’re 
really hoping that this feat of human 
kindness will send the right message 
without the need for a FOIA request.”*
Crowds of spectators have begun 
gathering on the parade ground to 
watch Alagood practice. Reasons for 
the  students’ curiousity in this highly 
antcipated event this are unknown. 
Some students speculate that interest is 
generated by finals-induced hysteria.

KYLE ALAGOOD TO GIVE NEW DEAN 

“WARM HUG”

CONTINUED ON P. 12...
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Halee Maturin
Staff Writer

PARKING LOT BRAWL WITH U-HIGH PARENT LEADS TO SUIT

Amateur sketch of M.O.M.’s account of incident giving rise to lawsuit. *Events may be exaggerated.

After receiving several complaints about the parents of University High students taking over the LSU Law 
parking lot each afternoon (thus preventing those law students who had purchased parking passes from having 
open spots to park in) and being called to the scene of several brawls between disgruntled law students and 
U-High parents, the LSU Traffic Police have begun attempts to remedy the problem. One such attempt resulted 
in a parking violation being issued to an illegally parked U-High parent, who would like to remain anonymous 
and will be hereafter referred to by her initials, M.O.M. 
Instead of paying the ticket and continuing on to her daily afternoon yoga class, M.O.M. has filed a lawsuit 
fighting the parking ticket. She is claiming that the current parking code limiting the LSU Law parking lot to 
law students who have purchased a parking pass is discriminatory. M.O.M. argues that, since she took two pre-

law courses in her undergraduate curriculum and kept updated with the O.J. Simpson trial in 1995, she is just as educated in the 
field of law as most law students and as such, should be granted the same parking privileges as the current paying law students. 
M.O.M. is also claiming that forbidding the use of the parking lot to U-High parents constitutes cruel and unusual punishment, 
which is prohibited by the Constitution.  She argues that forcing a woman to walk more than 50 feet in high-heeled shoes, while 
also carrying a Tory Burch handbag and a miniature purebred dog, to pick up their child from school is simply cruel and unusual. 
M.O.M. refused to acknowledge the existence and convenience of the paid parking garage that sits adjacent to the law center 
and only a few steps farther from U-High than the law school parking lot, saying that the existence of an alternate parking lot 
was irrelevant to her claims. 
Despite the issuance of several parking tickets, the law center students are still entertaining ideas to lessen access to the parking 
lot. One idea was to install an electronic gate at each entrance, and this gate would open upon correctly answering questions that 
only law students would know the answers to. For example, Question 1: Name the professor known for the following quote: 
“Right Result?” – Answer: Professor Devlin; b) Question: Name the Civil Procedure case that is not actually about selling Nikes 
and Mizunos overseas – Answer: International Shoe). 
Another idea for increasing security around the parking lots was inspired by the man of the hour, Mr. Donald Trump himself – 
the law school would build a wall around the entire facility, keeping law students in and all others out, and the U-High parents 
would be responsible for funding it. 
While there are flaws with each of these plans, we are confident that the students here at Paul M. Hebert Law Center will find 
a suitable solution to the infiltration of the parking lot by U-High adolescents and their parents. Until then, the vast amount of 
U-High students in plaid mini skirts scattered throughout the parking lot will continue to have the law center confused with an 
episode of Gossip Girl.  



8

T H E  C I V I L I A N  |  M A R C H / A P R I L  2 0 1 6

Editorial Board
Editor-in-Chief:
Mallory Richard

Managing Editor: 
Genevieve Leslie

Production & Web Editor: 
Alaina Richard

Chief Copy/News Editor: 
Jordan 

Gasperecz-McMills

Staff Writers
Annie Beckstrom

Robert Glueck
Jacob Longman
Halee Snellgrove 

Maturin
Alaina Richard

Bill Schulz
Elizabeth Wong

Columnists
Trials and Tribulations

The Hitchcock 
Blonde

Cody Grosshart

Megan Kelley

The Civilian Staff

Disclaimer: 

Views expressed in The Civilian, a designated 
public forum for student     expression, do 
not necessarily reflect those of the editors, 
the LSU Law Center or its student body. 
If  you are interested in contributing to a 
topic or wish to provide us with corrections, 
please email TheCivilianLSU@gmail.com 
or speak to a member of the editorial staff.

http://sites.law.lsu.edu/Civilian

BROOKSIE BONVILLAIN ORCHESTRATES VOTER 
FRAUD IN SBA ELECTION, ACCIDENTALLY 

ON PURPOSE RECLAIMS RIGHTFUL PLACE AS 
EXECUTIVE PRESIDENT

IN SHOCKING TURN OF EVENTS, PROFESSOR 
BROOKS ATTENDS ALL PRACTICES FOR TRIAL AD 

AND MOOT COURT TEAMS

DANIEL ALCANZARE TROLLS ASSAULT & FLATTERY, 
ZEALOUSLY “MEAN TWEETS” ENTIRE 3L CLASS

PROFESSOR BAIER EATS VERY SPICY CHICKEN, 
STRUGGLES ENSUE

PROFESSOR SMITH TO HOST KEG PARTY AT HIS 
HOME, TEMPERATURES TO BE WELL-REGULATED

thePMHSkimm
Breaking down the biggest headlines for your 

convenience and reading pleasure. 
We read. You PMHSkimm.

T H E  L A T E S T  S K I M M
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Spring is in the air! With the pollen also come fun outdoor events and exciting 
things to do as the semester winds down to a close. Remember that a change 
of scenery and a break from your 3-2-1 study schedule is always a great idea 
when you are feeling run down! I have included all of the study breaks you 
need with these events in the Red Stick:

Megan Kelley 
Columnist

Assault and Flattery is Friday, April 1st at the Varsity 
Theater at 8:00 pm. Doors open at 7:00 pm for you 
to get a good seat. Come see the highly anticipated 
new skit, “mean tweets.” 

April 1st also kicks off Live After Five! This free 
concert series is every Friday night from 5:00-8:00 
pm at The Crest in Galvez Plaza downtown. April 
1st features Royal Southern Brotherhood, April 8th 
features Chris Leblanc, and David Borne & Michael 
Juane Nunez on April 15th. Vendors also surround 
the free concert for you to purchase food and drinks. 

The 50 Days till Graduation crawfish boil will be 
held April 6th at the Bandit on East Boyd from 7:00-
9:00 pm. This exclusive event to celebrate the 3Ls 
includes crawfish and free drinks. See a 3L class 
officer for a wristband.   

Zapp’s International Beer Festival is at the Rural 
Life Museum on April 2nd from 3:30-6:30 pm. More 
than 200 foreign and domestic beers, ales, and 
homebrews will be available for tasting. Tickets are 
$35 and advanced purchase is required. 

Baton Rouge Blues Festival is April 9th from 11:30 
am to 10:30 pm and April 10th from 11:15 am to 
7:00 pm located in and around Repentance Park 
and Galvez Plaza. The event is free to the public 
and will feature internationally recognized and 
local blues performers. 

Once again, this Ponchatoula girl has to promote the 
Strawberry Festival! This huge festival is April 8-10th, 
just forty-five minutes down the road in Ponchatoula. 
I never miss this festival because the rides  a r e 
fantastic and all of the delicious food on the actual 
festival grounds (rather than the surrounding streets) 
is sold for non-profit organizations. The festival 
grounds are located at Memorial Park and North 
6th Street.

The Angola Prison Spring Rodeo is April 16th and 
17th from 9:00 am-5:00 pm. Make the drive to 
17544 Tunica Trace in St. Francisville for a legendary 
show featuring bulls and convicted felons. This is a 
day in prison that won’t end up on your permanent 
record!

The Jordan World Circus will be at the Lamar Dixon 
Expo Center on April 18th at 7:00 pm! For $18 
you can witness death-defying aerial acts, tigers, 
elephants, clowns and more. Children will get the 
unique opportunity to ride and pet certain animals.

Gourmet in the Garden is at the LSU AgCenter 
Botanic Gardens on April 22nd from 7:00 pm-10:00 
pm. Local chefs prepare gourmet dinner for the 
guests in the beautiful gardens while local breweries 
and distilleries provide all your beverage needs. 
Call 225-763-3990 for ticket pricing. This would be 
such a unique and memorable first date or a fun, 
different date night out for couples!

The Eli Young Band plays at the Texas Club on 
April 22nd at 7:30 pm. Tickets are $25 and can 
be purchased in advance or at the door. Dust your 
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Ah, the Code of Student Professional 
Responsibility. A time-honored tradition 
charged with protecting the integrity and 
prestige of the Juris Doctorate degree 
bestowed upon deserving scholars 
from the momentous Louisiana State 
University Paul M. Hebert Law Center. 
The Code has served for years to 
expose and expel numerous accounts of 
fraudulent scholastic behavior such as 

lying, cheating, and – of course – plagiarism. However, 
in today’s post-post-modern, politically-correct America, 
students need more than just the rigidity of scholastic 
fortitude. Students today need to be shielded from the 
dissenting, countervailing, and even offensive words that 
can pop up in classroom and everyday discussion without 
the slightest warning. I mean come on people and non-
species specific beings! It’s 2016! 

Thankfully, the administration of this learned institution 
has taken up arms with the vastly expanding wave of 
social justice to combat offensive and damaging speech. 
Both the sword and the shield of this initiative are found 
in the newest provision of our beloved Code of Student 
Professional Responsibility. Most student have reacted 
positively to this new provision saying that they are “ . 
. . proud to attend an institution that excludes those who 
[they] view as bigots. Because [they] don’t want those 
types of people attending school with [them].” However, 
other closed-minded, back-water, bumpkin students 
claim that “ . . . the Honor Code is not the place for 
such regulation. The Honor Code is intended to ensure 
trustworthiness and integrity. It shouldn’t be twisted to 
ensure compliance with a particular ‘view point’ whether 
that ‘view point’ is popular or not.”  

But what is the real truth behind this new provision? 
How does this provision work? What does it protect 
against? Whom does it protect? What can I say, and 
what can’t I say? Can more than just sticks and stones 
actually break my bones? Well, worry not because I am 
fully prepared to put off studying to take you through this 
shining emblem of aggressive progressivism to detail the 
requisite vocabulary and two-pronged test that make up 

this centurion of safe spaces. 

As any proper civilian should we must start with reading 
the legislation itself:

Lying, cheating, plagiarism, theft, and other forms 
of student misconduct are prohibited. 

 . . .

 5. Student misconduct includes, but is not limited  
 to, the following:

 . . . 

l. Knowingly to communicate directly to one 
or more specifically identifiable person(s) an 
epithet i) that a reasonable person would regard 
as demeaning to the recipient student or students 
and ii) that has a direct tendency to cause acts of 
violence by the person or persons to whom the 
communication is addressed. Such epithets shall 
include, but shall not be limited to, epithets that 
demean on the basis of race, gender, gender 
identity/expression, religion, national origin, 
disability, sexual orientation or age.1

That is a lot of open and diverse acceptance to take in all at 
once. So, let’s break down the elements of this particular 
student misconduct line by line. 

Let us start with the first line of this gilded legislation that 
details the true brunt of the brutish behavior we seek to 
avoid. It boldly states that student misconduct includes 
“[k]nowingly to communicate directly to one or more 
specifically identifiable person(s) an epithet . . ..” Wow, 
pure poetry. Like, I can’t even right now. 

Of course, many of the speed-bump-to-progress students 
have attempted to discredit this step forward by accusing 
it of being “vague,” “confusing,” and “grammatically 
incorrect.” But, even a Trump supporter could understand 
that a plain reading of the rule shows that it simply forbids 
a student to intentionally direct an epithet towards one 
or more unequivocally identifiable person(s). An epithet 
is an adjective or descriptive phrase expressing a quality 
characteristic of the person or thing mentioned. 

Cody Grosshart
Columnist

PREJUDICEDISMISSED WITH

1. You can find the complete Code of Student Professional Responsibility including procedural rules and policy statements published on the LSU Law Center 
website for the entire world to see. See, https://www.law.lsu.edu/academics/codeofstudentconduct/.
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Of course, this is where some people start to wave the 
banner of their “First Amendment rights” without properly 
hearing out the rest of the provision. Sometimes the best 
way to exercise your right to free speech is to open your 
ears and listen. This provision does not seek to abridge 
student speech. Any student may speak however that 
particular individualized being-of-self wishes to speak. 
We merely seek to ensure harmony in discourse between 
students by censoring the use of particular words and 
phrases that some currently existing or soon to exist self-
identifying person or group of persons have, do now, or 
will soon find offensive.  What is so hard to understand?

Furthermore, this provision obviously does not seek 
to condemn every conceivable epithet, but only those 
truly gut wrenching words that meet the criteria of the 
provision’s two-pronged test. Speech is prohibited only if 
it is both demeaning and has a tendency to cause acts of 
violence. 

We can clearly see that the provision discriminates against 
only those epithets “that a reasonable person would 
regard as demeaning to the recipient student or students,” 
which is really an obvious follow up to the opening line. 
Unfortunately, some less-forward thinkers get caught 
up on the interchangeable use of person and student as 
if the words could mean anything other than what they 
mean. Words just mean what they mean, and it is clear 
from the provision what we mean to say.  Furthermore, 
these same students try to confuse the issue by asking 
red-herring questions such as: “What does a reasonable 
person find demeaning? Is it demeaning to point out an 
open and obvious fact about someone? Is it demeaning to 
say something positive but not mean it, such as sarcastic 
flattery?” Don’t let yourself get tangled in that web of 
nonsense. You will know when a word is demeaning. 
Besides, any young professional would do well to keep 
her/himself abreast/chest to the current events to be aware 
of what is being considered demeaning this week. 

That same epithet must also have a “tendency to cause 
acts of violence by the person or person(s) to whom 
the communication is addressed.” This criterion makes 
clear that this provision means not to limit or restrict 
speech, but to free students. It frees them from the violent 
attacks that are sure to ensue in the hallowed halls of our 
academic safe haven if we continue to allow the use of 
offensive speech among our intelligent, well-adjusted, 
and hopefully somewhat professional students.  The same 
acts of violence that our constitutional liberties have 
always protected us from.2,3

We shouldn’t quibble over whether evidence of past acts 
of violence are needed to show a tendency, or the fact that 
students now are required to be at all times aware of every 
individual’s, rage-filled issues also known as “triggers.” 
We also need not trouble ourselves with an inquiry of 
whether the school is now accepting a duty to defend 
innocent students from the acts of violence that the school 
has incidentally admitted could take place. Nor do we care 
if the school is admitting students who find it reasonable 
to carry out acts of violence against other students. These 
are the rabbit holes that unchecked, untamed logic will 
lead you down, but we must always remember that logic 
is not independent of content. 

Now, I am aware that many of the more enlightened 
students are worried that waiting for an event that would 
trigger the only constitutionally permissive portion of 
this provision could allow for lesser speech to rot away 
our air of civility in the interim. Well, fear not because 
this brave administration is soon to adopt the LSU Paul 
M. Hebert Law Center Code of Civility. This welcome 
addition is primarily concerned with the character of 
speech and expression as opposed to its specific content. 
Just as we must follow procedure in the court room, 
we must be forced to follow rules in the classroom our 
rules specifically. This is necessary to respect diverse 
background, points of view, and positions, which is the 

2. “The mere abstract teaching of the moral propriety or even moral necessity for a resort to force and violence, is not the same as preparing a group for 
violent action and steeling it to such action. A statute which fails to draw this distinction impermissibly intrudes upon the freedoms guaranteed by the First 
and Fourteenth Amendments. It sweeps within its condemnation speech, which our Constitution has immunized from governmental control.” Brandenburg 
v. Ohio, 395 U.S. 444, 447-48; 89 S.Ct. 1827, 1829-30; 23 L.Ed.2d 430. (1969).  

3. “There are certain well-defined and narrowly limited classes of speech, the prevention and punishment of which have never been thought to raise any 
Constitutional problem. These include the lewd and obscene, the profane, and libelous, and the insulting or ‘fighting’ words – those which by their very 
utterance inflict injury or tend to incite and immediate breach of the peace. It has been well observed that such utterances are not essential part of any 
exposition of ideas, and are of such slight social value as a step to truth that any benefit that may be derived from them is clearly outweighed by the social 
interest in order and morality. Resort to epithets or personal abuse if not in any proper sense communication of information or opinion safeguarded by the 
Constitution, and its punishment as a criminal act would raise no question under that instrument.” Chaplinsky v. State of New Hampshire, 315 U.S. 568, 
571-72; 62 S.Ct. 766, 769; 86 L.Ed. 1031 (1942).  
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right thing to do because as George 
Orwell taught us “all animals are 
created equal.” So, you better learn 
our rules now and get use to them 
because after this semester your 
opinions probably won’t matter 
assuming that you are even allowed 
to voice them. 

I, for one, am proud to see the 
inscription of this superior moral 
system upon our Code of Student 
Professional Responsibility. 
Some students been marginalized, 
ostracized, and even criticized by 
hurtful words for too long. I know there 
is one word in particular that rings too 
loudly in the ears of this student body. 
A term so soul-shatteringly painful 
that it has pushed some students to 
retract into the darkest depths of the 
Law Review suite never to be seen 
again. It is an utterance so foul that 
even its whisper fills the room with 
shame and despair. That one distinct 
meaningful element of speech that 
has torn a deep, invisible scar through 

this school since the erection of its 
walls and that word is “gunner.”

It pains me to even type the individual 
letters. Far too long have we seen 
these stellar students held back by 
snickering and disingenuous niceties. 
In fact, the two-pronged test is clearly 
targeted to suppress just this type 
of oppression. First of all, the term 
itself is so obviously demeaning – 
nay, dehumanizing. Never have I 
witnessed the term employed for 
praise or acceptance. It is always 
cast with a dark shadow intended to 
blind us to the shining achievements 
of these brave souls. Second, what 
other feasible characteristic of any 
given student would point directly 
towards a tendency to preform acts of 
violence upon other students? “They” 
are constantly reading and outlining. 
“They” are always on edge waiting to 
answer the professor’s next rhetorical 
question. “They” have been stressed 
about exams since the second week 
of the semester and drinking coffee 

since four o’clock this morning. 
Under these types of conditions, what 
other victim wouldn’t be pushed to 
the brink of savagery?     

But no longer must our troubling past 
haunt our beloved academy. We live 
in an age of progress. We don’t use 
those words. We are special. 

It is just unfortunate that we special 
people still have to live among 
those dim-witted nincompoops 
who question balancing students’ 
academic – and in turn professional 
– careers upon the precious pinhead 
of progressive speech codes. And to 
those students who feel downtrodden 
by this new enactment I shall remind 
you, as Eleanor Roosevelt once did, 
that no one can make you feel inferior 
without your consent. However, some 
stubborn students have not yet seen 
the glory of the golden future and 
insist on reminding the rest of us that 
this is just another example of how 
tough facts make for bad law.  

“Maybe it’s because of finals,” a 1L opined. “I could be hitting 
my canned answer for Obligations, but instead I sort of like 
myself as a person.” We’re told this particular 1L is planning 
on a career in plumbing once grades are posted in May.  
Professor Smith will be hosting a reception pre-hug. Hugging 
is due to start at 4:30 a.m.; the reception will start an hour and 
a half earlier. No alcohol will be provided, obviously, but the 
biggest news is that caffeine will also be banned. This is not 
for religious reasons. 
“It is in keeping with our policy of doing the least popular 
thing. Of course the coffee shop will be open but with wait 
times being what they are, we’re confident students won’t be 
taking advantage of that,” one faculty member e-mailed The 
Civilian. “This allows us wider flexibility in our ceremonial 
programming. Ordinarily we’d be concerned about students 
getting bored but you can’t be bored if you’re asleep. It’s a 
win-win for everyone. Plus we save on the light bill. Have you 
seen the budget situation?”*
Attendance is listed as mandatory.
*All quotes attributed to faculty members are purely fictional.

Alagood has been practicing his welcome gesture for days, 
embracing the responsibility to “christen” the new Dean with 
his approval.

“It’s about the approach,” he explained. “You can’t just rush 
in there. That’s how you set off alarm bells. This isn’t football. 
It’s much more delicate. It’s more like croquet or cricket. One 
of those C sports…curling, maybe.”  

Algood, of course, is a noted practioner of the one-handed 
walking side-hug. Popular with the “hug-as-you-go” crowd, 
rumors persisted for weeks leading up to today’s announcement 

“WARM HUG” CONTINUED...

KYLE ALAGOOD, HTTPS://TWITTER.COM/RKYLEALAGOOD
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The Final(s) Days: How to Survive the Law-pocalypse 

1. Be ready: The apocalypse never creeps up on its victims. Have a pack prepared so that you can be ready to take action 
at a moment’s notice. 

2. Stock up: Hoard Expo markers like they’re gold--because they are. You never know when you will chance upon an 
empty classroom to take shelter in, and chances are it will have been cleared out by another group of survivors. Try to 
keep highlighters and legal pads on hand, too. 

3. Beware the walkers: You will see them around the law school, but don’t disturb them. You’ll recognize a zombie by 
their dead stare, pale skin (bleached by hours of cheap fluorescent lighting in the library), and shambling gait. If you 
stay out of their way, you won’t be in danger. 

4. Safety in numbers: Find a group of people with a unique and differing skill set. You will need each other if you want 
to survive--more people will help you outnumber the walkers, and if each of you have different specialties, it will be 
easier to stay alive. 

5. Rest when you can: You never know when you will have a good night’s sleep in a proper bed. Take micro-naps on 
the floor of empty classrooms; barricade yourself in your car in the parking lot; sleep on the couch of friends who live 
near the law center. 

6. Eat what you can find: Abandoned granola bars buried at the bottom of your locker will suddenly become Michelin 
five star dining. Eat what you can get your hands on whenever you get your hands on it. Outrunning the walkers will 
keep your schedule irregular, so yes, it is normal to eat cold Chinese food at three AM. 

7. Watch for infection: Symptoms will start to manifest rapidly. If you notice that someone in your group has become 
irritable or their eyes have started to glaze over, be wary. After that, it won’t be long until the virus takes hold. After 
the initial symptoms, the person who was once your friend will start to shamble down the halls, will lose the power of 
coherent speech, and will no longer be recognizable. At the first sign of infection, distance yourself from that person so 
that you don’t share their fate.

Finals Fitness

We all know that summer is just around the corner, which means it’s time to start working on that beach bod! Finals are 
also only a stone’s throw away, so here are some of the Civilian’s favorite fitness tips to keep you study-ready and sexy! 

1. A balanced diet. Fuel is the most important thing when you’re spending long hours hitting the books. Remember to 
draw from as many of the food groups as you can in a day to ensure you’re making the most of your meals. 

a. Cold pizza. Did you get this from one of clubs that gives out pizza at their lunch meetings? Who knows? This 
is a finals staple that will form the basis of a balanced breakfast. 

TRIALS & TRIBULATIONS: 
ADVICE FOR LIFE, LOVE, AND THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS
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b. Coffee. Drink this early in the morning and often during the day. The feeling when it kicks in and your hands 
start shaking because you’ve had six cups just means that your body is ready to prep for exams. Dizziness and 
nausea are also good signs--when you get to this point, you’re really at peak performance. 
c. Jimmy Johns. These freaky fast subs are good for breakfast, second breakfast, elevenses, luncheon, afternoon 
tea, dinner, and supper. When you reach the point that the driver recognizes your wearied face, you know you’re 
taking good care of yourself. Throw in a pickle with your order for a shot of vegetables if you’re feeling really 
bold. 
d. Chocolate. This is really good when the feeling of crushing depression starts closing in around you. Wait 
until you’re almost on the verge of hopeless tears to start eating. 
e. Beef jerky. Your body is going to need a lot of protein to get through grueling twelve-hour sessions in the 
library. This freeze-dried meat surprise is handy and provides a quick burst of energy that you just won’t get 
from eating fruits or vegetables. 

2. Exercise. Make time in your daily routine to push your body. You’ll need all the strength you can get to weather the 
end of the semester, and you want to come out on the other side ready for swimsuit season. 

a. Sprints. Wait at the doors of PMH at exactly 11 AM on the weekends and get a quick dash in as you try to 
secure a classroom to study in all day. Optional arm exercises include shoving non-law students out of the way. 
b. Take the stairs. Not that you’ll have much choice because of the budget cuts that mean the escalators get 
turned off over the weekends. Doing a few flights of these with all your textbooks on your back will get your 
heart rate elevated for an intense workout. 
c. Go for a brisk walk. Take advantage of the times when you’re hopelessly stuck on a practice exam to pace 
anxiously around the classroom. The frustration associated with working a practice exam will get your heart 
rate up to an aerobic zone so you can really do your workout a lot of good. Try kicking at chairs if you’re 
looking for something a little bit more high-impact. 

INTERESTED IN APPLYING FOR A POSITION ON THE CIVILIAN’S EDITORIAL BOARD? 
SEND AN EMAIL TO MALLORY RICHARD AT MALLORYALEXISRICHARD@YAHOO.COM 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON HOW TO APPLY.

LISTEN UP!
FROM THE CIVILIAN EDITORIAL BOARD:
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Intoxicating to Watch?

Where to Watch:
Animal Planet; I thought this was on Netflix, 
but I was wrong. At least “Monster Fish” and 
“Titanoboa” are still featured on Netflix for 
your viewing pleasure.

River Monsters
Starring Jeremy Wade

With finals looming over us, binge-watching season is also hitting full-force. 
While most of you are turning towards “House of Cards” and other somewhat 
political/legal-related shows (don’t pretend like these are even close to a 
substitute for studying), my suggestion for a well-rounded binge experience is 
to delve into the world of biology and “fearsome freshwater killers.” 

The host of River Monsters, Jeremy Wade, is described as a biologist and an 
“extreme angler.” He’s also an extremely crazy, British silver fox. You will be 
instantly “hooked” by the epic opening, carefully executed theme music, and 
murky mystery surrounding these stealthy and murderous fish. Wade travels 
the world in search of exotic fish that have made it their life’s mission to attack 
humans. If you’ve ever been in any Devlin class, you know the feeling. Try not 
hearing the Jaws theme play in your head as he prepares to cold call on you. 

This show is unsurprisingly the typical tease, much like recent job interviews 
(I hear that grocery store attendant position is still available). Most of the show 
is spent waiting for something to bite, similar to my search for motivation 
this semester. The few epic seconds where Wade encounters a river monster 
are exciting but short-lived; he usually comes to his senses at the last possible 
second and gets back in the boat. Hopefully most of us will take this lesson to 
heart and pick up an outline at some point. Most of the things Wade encounters 
are bizarre and slimy, the lore surrounding the creature making them much 
more interesting than they actually are in real-life. That being said, I’d take on 
a New Zealand longfin eel over my Immigration Final any day. 

It’s been a fun and interesting ride, PMH. I hope you’ve enjoyed 
this column as much as I have enjoyed writing it and hearing you 
talk about in front of me (all the while not knowing I wrote it). It’s 
been an honor to know each and every one of you. Congratulations, 
1L’s, you’ve made it through the hardest year of your life. Keep on 
keeping on, 2L’s, you’re almost there.

Oh 3L’s, how I’m going to miss seeing your lovely and familiar 
faces every day. Good luck and Godspeed this last semester. I cannot 
thank you enough for the love, laughter, and memories forever in 
my mind and heart. We’ve made it. Let’s try to keep in touch as we 
conquer the world. Let’s never forget what we’ve learned, how far 
we’ve come, and who we’ve become on this irreplaceable journey. 
It’s been one hell of a time. #3LOL. 

What to Drink:  
Trader Joe’s Blended Scotch Whisky:
At this point in the semester, all odds are 
off for my spending money on good drinks. 
“Cheap” is the theme of finals, especially 
after throwing money at BARBRI these past 
few weeks for nothing (I hate you, MPRE).
Trader Joe’s Blended Scotch Whisky (yes, 
TJ’s is trying to pretend this is legit Scotch 
with that spelling…hilarious!) is apparently 
distilled in the “Highlands of Scotland” 
(more like my garage on Highland Road) 
and touts notes of honey, apple, and toffee. I 
didn’t realize battery acid had such depth, 
but considering this made me forget I 
was in law school for a split second, it’s 
totally worth the low price of $9.99. 
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NO ONE IS SAFE. 

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED TO APPEAR 
------------------------ 

LSU LAW ASSAULT & FLATTERY PRESENTS: 

DUEL FOR THE 
LAW SCHOOL 

**$10 DVD SALE AFTER SHOW** 

“Flap Jack” Weiss  

FRIDAY, APRIL 1st 
Doors Open @ 7 PM 
Show Starts @ 8 PM 

 
$10 Bottomless Beer Mug 

$1 SHOTS 

“Foia Filin” Alagood	v	


